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BunkerMat®
An area that once was bush covered is now a very playable green. 
This is the first step of a renovation programme for Waitangi Golf 
Club.

Kura Golf Course Design chose Megaflo® panel drain as the 
drainage of the new 11th green which is just 2.5 metres from the 
sea. Before any reconstruction took place, rock from an old quarry 
on the site had to be cleared. This was used for retaining and 
aesthetics throughout the course. Strippings from the quarry form 
the base for the Megaflo® rigid panel drain which was laid flat over 
the subgrade. 

This was covered with a 100mm of base metal and 300mm of sand. 
Known as the “trenchless drainage” system, Megaflo® was easily 
installed and less expensive than other methods when trenching, 
backfilling and labour were factored into the costs. The 11th green 
has now changed from Par 4 to Par 5. The changes have impacted 
on the 12th which has become a Par 4.

Alan Smithyen, Waitangi Course Superintendent, commented “I 
couldn’t believe how easy Megaflo® was to install, with 3 staff it was 
laid in a morning. Our committee and players are very happy with 
the result.”

To complete the dynamics of this new green, an interesting Bunker 
was constructed to the west of the fairway formed on free draining 
rock base, with BunkerMat® pinned around the top of the lip on the 
bunker face. This 36m x 5m bunker is termed a “saviour” bunker as 
the hole runs along the edge of the sea.

BunkerMat® is a three dimensional sand retention and drainage 
matting. As sand is trapped within the open structure of the fibres, 
this allows sand to be held on a steeper bunker slope.

BunkerMat® has the following benefits:

› Minimises sand contamination 
› Minimises bunker face erosion 
› Reduces sand thickness required 
› Reduces maintenance required 

The information contained herein is general in nature. In particular, the content herein does not take account of 
specific conditions that may be present at your site. Site conditions may alter the performance and longevity of the 
product. Actual dimensions and performance may vary. This document should not be used for construction purposes 
and in all cases, we recommend that advice be obtained from a suitably qualified consulting engineer or industry 
specialist before proceeding with installation. © Copyright held by Geofabrics New Zealand Ltd. All rights are reserved 
and no part of this publication may be copied without prior permission.
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The bulk of the work was carried out by an enthusiastic group of members, 
volunteers and contractors. The result shows what can happen with good design 
and a group that pulls together.


